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embryo, which came from a 40-year-old woman who was frozen and thawed and then implanted in a younger woman, was unusual from the start. In the isolated organ, stem cells, similar to those that develop into other organs, were "punching in" to generate new cells, researchers report in Nature.
"The problem with embryos created by such strange circumstances [stored frozen] is that the signs of normal development usually disappear by the time you get to the blastocyst," said the study's senior author, Wolf Reik of Harvard University, Cambridge. "The embryo in our case had not done that."
The woman from whom the embryo was removed was a carrier of mutations that cause certain inherited diseases, Reik and his colleagues found. The researchers also found that the embryo's gene mutations were consistent with that of the woman from whom it was removed. There were, however, two
abnormalities. The embryo did not form a placenta, or connective tissue that nourishes the embryo inside the uterus. It also lacked some cells in the male part of the reproductive system, called the epididymis, in which sperm are produced. "It was entirely unexpected that we would see this cellular
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