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together for.Embolic stroke Is the




nation's third leading killer for
adults. There are over 700,000
strokes per year in the United
States alone. Of that number, about
100,000 are hemoragic. Of the
700,000 strokes, less than two-
thirds are acute ischemic strokes,
caused by a clot or embolism. The
most common cause of embolic
stroke appears to be the movement
of a clot from its place of formation
in the heart, to the brain and then
to the other side of the body. When
a stroke victim has had a prior
heart attack, the chance that
another heart attack will develop is
significantly raised. The best way to
avoid another stroke is to prevent
the original cause. The best way to




prevent a stroke is by correcting
the causes in the first place. Many
patients are at risk for embolic
stroke or suffering a stroke for
reasons other than the causes
described above. First, many
patients have a transient ischemic
attack (TIA), sometimes called a
mini-stroke, rather than a true
stroke. These patients are much
more likely to have a future stroke
than is a patient with a true stroke.
Second, patients with symptomatic
carotid stenosis, i.e., narrowing of
the carotid arteries, are at risk.
Third, atrial fibrillation patients can
have a stroke. Atrial fibrillation is a
very common condition, in which
the patient's heart beats in an




erratic manner. This is due to the
fact that the patient's heart muscle
IS too weak to maintain a reqgular
rhythm. The erratic rhythm
decreases the time in which the
valves are open and allows blood to
be pumped out of the left atrium. In
addition, this condition increases
the incidence of clotting, both from
the abnormal pumping of blood and
the use of alcohol. Atrial fibrillation
IS a condition that is estimated to
affect 6d1f23a050
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