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Royal Caribbean
International I had

never realized there
was this much

preparation required to
get out of the Adriatic.
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But, of course, there is.
The captain. The

captain is always the
first person off,

followed by all the
stewards, then one by

one the guests and
then after all that the
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crew. From the sixth
floor of a nearby Milan
hotel, if you glance up
and towards the back
of the boat, you will
see it coming. She is
the floating glue that
binds an eventful but
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difficult journey
together. It's not just

that the captain's job is
to steer the ship, but
the captain is also the

ambassador. The
ambassador for what
we will be told later is
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an ocean of dreams
and fantasies. The

ambassador for a land
without limits and a

port without a pier. The
ambassador for an

adventure that starts
here, lasts a few
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minutes, and is then
over. Never to be
remembered. The

captain is the
messenger to the

passengers, but from
the first moment, the

captain is also the only
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judge in the room. Our
first introduction to the

captain of the Vista
Pacifica was not to get
what our expectations
were, nor to worry that
we were getting what

we wanted. The
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captain's role was to
sell the boat, to think
on our behalf and to
represent us in terms
we could understand

and appreciate. So the
captain tells us that

today is a very special
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day. It is probably the
most important day in
the entire history of

the ship, and what will
be happening is not
just a cruise, but a

complete experience.
He explains that the
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ship can be divided
into five boxes, each

box is associated with
a specific area of the
ship. On the top deck

there is a special
lounge called the Vista

Dining Room. It is a
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special place, designed
specifically to

celebrate life at sea
and to start us off on
the right foot. On top
of the deck, there is
also a special water

park that starts on the
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edge of the dining
room and extends

down into the water.
The dining room

overlooks a lookout
deck and the water

park. The next stop is
the top deck, where we
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can sip a coffee or
have a glass of wine as

the ship cruises
through the port and
we can look out over
the wake from the

ship's bow and the city
coming up behind us.
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There is also a special
area for a very select
few near the top deck
called the Vista Sky

Bar and behind that is
our Vista Theater.
There are also the
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