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Tools..The head of the military's Space Command warned of "doomsday scenarios" if the U.S.
continues to rely on GPS technology in war zones. Gen. John Hyten, commander of U.S. Space

Command, told a U.S. Senate Committee on Armed Services that he believed America's defense
systems "depend" on GPS, and could not "exist" without the use of global positioning system,

reported CBS News. "You're going to the local store, and you want to find your way home, you're
going to pull out your phone," said Hyten, in an interview Thursday. "If you didn't have GPS in your
phone, you would be lost." "Our reliance on GPS to get us from point A to point B is a dual-use tool,

it's also a weapon," he continued. "As a weapon, we make a GPS signal and the only way to stop that
signal is to shoot it down." The warning came as the House and Senate have begun to debate a $696

million Pentagon budget request for 2020, which includes $206 million to be used on military
spending for the cost of the GPS system. "It's never been a cheaper way to get from point A to point
B in the history of technology," Hyten said. Hyten said he expected to lose GPS communications in a
conflict between the U.S. and China or Russia. "When you're in a combat situation that involves GPS,
you've already got a lose-lose situation for the U.S.," Hyten said. In August, China tested the use of
lasers to jam GPS signals, according to a report by The Diplomat. The Russian military reportedly

jammed GPS signals during a war exercise last year.Media playback is unsupported on your device
Media caption Short wave communication continues to work, but what happens when the solar storm

arrives? Scientists have been urging the world to prepare for a potentially catastrophic solar storm
over the weekend, as a comet approaches the sun. Astronomers have already issued alerts about a

huge cloud of charged particles, called a coronal mass ejection (CME), heading towards Earth on
Sunday. This is the fourth in a series of forecasts issued by the US Space Weather Prediction Centre.
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