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your cart.Today is December 14th, which means the long-awaited 2012

REDD+ Assessment has just been finalized. Is this a sign that developing
countries are finally stepping up to the plate and addressing

deforestation? Or is it just a diplomatic statement once again? Sadly,
neither. Today’s REDD+ final assessment does far more to punish

developing countries for not taking action against deforestation than to
commend them. It collects a slew of previous observations from forest
fires, greenhouse gas emission inventories, and ongoing agricultural

research in order to come to a conclusion about REDD+-related credits:
“Loss and damage results from the main fire sources are estimated to

reduce the REDD+ value by 38%. This means the value of reducing these
losses in developing countries is 38% lower than when REDD+ is held

constant.” Unfortunately, this sort of alarmist rhetoric is nothing new. The
2012 assessment is no different than the 2011 one, which described

REDD+ as “a complete failure as a climate c6a93da74d
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