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If the final product can't
be tested, what good is it?
So goes the theory of how
a new physics can come

to life in the minds of
creators. Experiments are

a great help: they can
give evidence to the

validity of a particular
theory, and show how you
can test a new view of the
universe. Astronomy Tools
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Actions Set Crack 20 I first
got into astronomy back in

the heyday of
“microscope” telescopes

using an 8-inch
Newtonian. They were as

close to having actual
telescopes in those days
as the typical 3.5-inch

mounted on the end of a
radio dish is today.

Unfortunately, they also
fizzled out way too early,
but I still have my 8-inch
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Newtonian. The second
was an 18-inch Rigelian
refractor. When I bought

it, it was already the prize
of last resort for several

other enthusiasts who had
no hope of finding the
funds for a refractor.

Without exception, they
had all thrown in the towel
and resorted to CCDs. Not
I. In a fit of masochistic,

delusional devotion to the
artform, I gave it a strong
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hard crack and paid the
entire ($1,000+) cost of

the two screw-down
image slicers, the only

type of camera that could
handle the Rigelian optics.
It was a revelation. Some

of you may recall the good
old days of the 1990s in
which there was some

considerable astronomy
interest on the web. Back
in those days, one could

find all kinds of wonderful
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telescopes and projects
offered up on the web that

were woefully
underfunded. I had a page
called Barcelona Star that
used to have a running list

of enthusiasts projects
and activities. Of course,
that crashed and burned

in 2001. And that was with
a decent-size budget.
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