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The United States Chess Federation announced the
launch of a new charitable initiative to provide a
chance for up to 3 aspiring chess players each year to
receive a full scholarship to the US Open
Championships. The US Chess Foundation is
sponsoring the initiative, and they are accepting
applications that demonstrate outstanding talent,
commitment to excellence, character and community
involvement. The new Scholarship has also opened up
the opportunity for students outside of US institutions.
International tournaments are encouraged to
participate in this initiative. From the end of 2018, the
Mission of the FIDE Women’s Commission will seek to
increase the number of elite women chess players in
the world and to promote the inclusion of women
players in the traditional chess and other chess-related
community. The best predictor of time controls with
more random events is intermediate time controls, for
whom each event is bound to affect games more.
Clearly, some of the areas of the board are more
relevant for predicting outcomes than others, with the
left side of the board being more relevant for opening
play than the right. The bottom of the board is much
more important for ending play. A blitz variation is
worth a lot more points than ten-minute games, for
example, so it can be concluded that the predictors of
time control and round duration are both relevant for
predicting game results. We can also see that the best
predictor of games with only one player is one-player
games, with the slow one-player time controls being
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much more relevant than the fast two-player time
controls. Overall, playing strength was again the best
predictor of game results, followed by duration and
time controls. It is quite clear from the chart above
that the FIDE ratings are still far better at predicting
game results than the URS, showing that they are not
as good at estimating strength or psychological
factors, so let us return to the question of why the
FIDE ratings are such a good predictor of time control
and round duration, even with time control being
much more statistically relevant than round duration.
From a practical point of view, it is quite hard to see
how a player who is stronger than average but has
only a -1.5 advantage in time controls could still make
the difference between winning and losing.
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From 2019 onward, if the score of the last rated game
was an aggregate rating of 40 or more (or 59 or more
if the players handicap percentage was 20 or less) or if

the final hand was a reserve tournament, the same
guidelines as before will apply. For games played
before August 2020, the more recent data will be
included in the URS data. The URS just finished an

excellent competition in the Royal Palace in Dresden,
which was rated at 2 points for each game and had a
relatively long time control of 90 minutes for all the

rapid games. This meant that Maxime Vachier-Lagrave
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had the maximum M60 of 2 hours for this time control.
In the event the Chinese player from the 2015 World
Cup, Ke Jie, won the tournament with the following

scores. Magnus Carlsen of course had an easy win, but
had to beat an equal 1.5/2.5+/-400 player in the final
round to reach the semi-final. The approach of having

three separate rating systems (and hence three
separate ratings for each player) is further supported
by the recently released URS Super System Handbook
that specifically points out that while the current FIDE

rating system can be potentially inadequate at
determining playing strengths of individual players, it

is nonetheless a better measure than the previous
URS Rapid and Blitz ratings. The latter, unlike the

Rapid and Blitz ratings, included strong players from
several rapid games, while the FIDE system excludes

from consideration many of the strongest players. And
it was also noted that the specific time controls (such
as rapid or blitz) for which the ratings are calculated

should not influence ratings that are meant to
measure the basic skill of the players. In other words,

Rapid Ratings are supposed to reflect the basic
strength of the player and not his past performance in

rapid or blitz games. Consequently, they can be
treated as a more valid measure of overall playing

ability than Elo Ratings that are generated from games
played at a variety of different time controls. Similar
remarks were made by this page about the FIDE Blitz

Ratings. This page also discussed the use of a variance
discount for the rating generation in Super System
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