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thong ty has not been around for a while. despite that i
tried pimsleur for a few months at least. but, you are right,
it is hard to get a feel for the language when you don't
know the right characters. also, i have a friend who is a
teacher in south china. she got a job teaching in an expat-
only school (efl). because she is not native she was forced
to learn character and she was told to learn conversation
skills first (with a language teacher). she said that after a
while the two sides will merge and it will all be same. |
guess, people here simply don't know what is called the
slow, painful, progressive path. this one is your basic crkt
series. not fancy or expensive, but i think that's all you
need to start.i will use pimsleur in the future. you are right.
the slower you go, the better you will learn.that's the
problem i have with some places. they want you to learn to
speak in a few weeks. if you don't like it here, they might
kill you. if you want to learn chinese as a hobby or for
business, you need to get a more difficult language. the
basic crkt is a good place to start, but it takes so much time
to learn the characters that you don't have time to learn
anything else. you have to learn it on the job. iam a
beginner in learning chinese.i have been using pimsleur for
a couple of months and found to be helpful. i must say that
pimsleur seems good except that i was told that i may not
be able to have a great accent (i heard that some people
can't learn a foreign language with pimsleur).i didn't really
feel like switching to another method because of that issue.
and i was disappointed to read that pimsleur is not any
different from that of rosetta stone or herman's herman
method. thank you for sharing your experience with us.
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i've been using pimsleur for years to study spanish (but not
for native spanish speakers). as others have mentioned, the
pronunciation is a bit weak - esp. if you want to pronounce
the soft "r"s like the pimsleur course pronounces. but if you
compare the latter half of the course with the first half,
you'll see a pretty decent leap forward. if you want to learn
spanish, you can't beat pimsleur, and it's a very
inexpensive and very effective way of learning. good luck. i
am still studying mandarin by using pimsleur, i am
somewhat bored with it because the content is rather old.
also i find its vocabulary and pronunciation hard to follow.
but its rather the short duration of the course that is boring.
| would prefer to have access to a longer course. this is the
one audio course (along with its cd version) that i'd
recommend to absolute beginners who want to learn to
speak mandarin chinese. it may not be for you if you are an
advanced learner. however, its the only one of the pimsleur
method that i've ever used. i think it is a bit too "cheesy"
and dated. on the other hand, if you are truly committed,
you'd find this course very addictive to follow and learn
chinese. i've been at it for about six months and i've
already heard a majority of the sentences i've ever heard of
in this course. the next step is to try the other pimsleur
method. of course, i recommend this method to my friends
who want to learn mandarin. it has gone well with me. this
course is not bad, but it is too short for a beginner to make
a judgement. the pronunciation is very weak and the
content is outdated. nevertheless, it will definitely help you
to get started. i just wish there was a longer version.
5ec8ef588b
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