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Its hardly surprising that Anthony would be attracted to
characterizations like these; the fact that he wrote them
would not have come as news to fans of his when he first
started out; the fact that he wrote them more than once
wouldnt have come as a great surprise. The fact that he
felt strongly enough about them to keep writing about
them is somewhat more disquieting, and certainly more
evidence that characters like these were not simply the
result of accidental introduction into his novels. Anthony
has always been more of an observer than a creative
force, and Im sure he found delight in these sorts of
reversals of his own writing expectations. | dont know
whether he recognized that a friendlier and more
relevant approach could find a large audience, or
whether he merely chanced upon Chameleons flaws and
quirks and saw that they were attractive. Or perhaps he
just wanted to write about a woman who could
simultaneously be attractive and unattractive. But in any
event, the novels he wrote as Chameleon/Phthor are the
only ones that can be said to include such characters. Is
Anthony a feminist? No, not really. But his friends were.
And they just decided to bring him along on the ride. Its
the people | would give that credit to. Its almost as if
these stories were written in direct response to those
views. Now we can measure the effect of this revolution
in plenty of ways, and here's one: In 2003 alone, some
418,000 people were arrested for rape. By 2009, that
number had jumped 32 percent to 551,000. And while
more men are arrested for rape, the arrest rate for
women has been growing faster. In 2003, the arrest rate
for women was 15.5 per 100,000, compared with men's
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13.6. By 2009, that gap had narrowed slightly (women,
10.6 per 100,000; men, 12.3). But the arrest rate for
black women had grown faster and reached 22.2 in
2009, almost triple the rate for white women, 7.9.
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In particular, black women were arrested for rape at five
times the rate of white women in 2005. Their arrest rate
had remained relatively flat at about 10 per 100,000
until 2009, when it surged to an astonishing 22.2 per
100,000. White women were arrested for rape at a much
lower rate of 6.2, but their arrest rate spiked more
recently. In 2009, for the first time since 1980, the rape
arrest rate for white women had surpassed that for black
women. The gap was 4.7 in 2009. It's tempting to say
that black men and white men are being arrested for
rape because of very different realities -- and because of
a very different target audience. But both sides are
victims of an unforgiving justice system. Court statistics
suggest that blacks are prosecuted for rape at about the
same rate as whites, and are acquitted for rape at about
the same rate. So blacks and whites are arrested for rape
at about the same rate, except for one group: young
black men. Compared with black men, women in all
racial groups have a far better chance of avoiding an
arrest for rape. Among black women, for example, the
arrest rate reached 10.9 in 2008 and has stayed
relatively steady at that level since then. The arrest rate
for white women has fallen from 10.4 in 2005 to 8.5 in
2009, but has risen again since then. Real life: | saw
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some really bad shit (but not as bad as a lot of other
people) during my first contact with the real world. |
didnt feel paranoid (I felt like im a bit more paranoid
now, especially after reading about the Simpsons
children), but my life was in genuine danger. With a class
of 20 or so people, they would allow me to sleep for a
while, then hit me like a ton of bricks. When thats done,
they leave you to lie there in a jail cell for days
(sometimes a week). Someone would come back and tell
you they didnt like the way you looked or your attitude. If
you challenged them, you might get dead or raped (that
usually occured in Iraq or other places where there were
people in the militant groups that tolerated female rape
as a form of initiation, like hazing). The way | ended up
dealing with it was to just write. And | wrote, and wrote,
and wrote, and wrote (in a creative way, since | didnt
want to be locked up). Soon, its like | didnt care if they
killed me anymore because | knew they couldnt get away
with it. | became a writer. 5ec8ef588b
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