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in addition to sex-biased dispersal, juveniles of many raptor species tend to migrate farther than adults ( newton 1979 ). among peregrine falcons banded as nestlings in the northeastern united states, barclay (1995) found that first-year birds were encountered at greater distances from their natal site than were adults. our results followed this
pattern, showing that most long-distance movements involved first-year birds. in part, this may help explain why young peregrines in our study had a higher mortality rate than all other age classes. seven birds (four males, three females), six of which were first-year birds and one a second-year bird, were encountered at much greater
distances compared to the rest of our banded population. five of these long-distance encounters involved birds recovered dead during winter, including a second-year male that struck a chain-link fence while chasing prey in san jacinto, nicaragua (3710km from its natal site in vermont), and a first-year male shot in camaguey, cuba (2696km
from its natal site in maine). the other two long-distance encounters involved first-year males captured and released by banders in south florida, one during autumn migration and the other in early january. in addition to sex-biased dispersal, juveniles of many raptor species tend to migrate farther than adults ( newton 1979 ). among peregrine
falcons banded as nestlings in the northeastern united states, barclay (1995) found that first-year birds were encountered at greater distances from their natal site than were adults. our results followed this pattern, showing that most long-distance movements involved first-year birds. in part, this may help explain why young peregrines in our
study had a higher mortality rate than all other age classes. seven birds (four males, three females), six of which were first-year birds and one a second-year bird, were encountered at much greater distances compared to the rest of our banded population.
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