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when ice skating ended for the winter, local children could watch the park being constructed as the
timber skeleton for the roof, trusses and walls was assembled. a tiny village of colorful buildings was built.
plans called for 16 or 18 playhouses. mott estimated that oakland should have about 10, to replace those
destroyed by the oakland fires. a final stage would have included a nursery "like a persian rug with a table

and chairs" for parents to enjoy. but just eight were completed. one was destroyed by vandalism, and
another was scrapped by the city authorities who felt it was too costly to maintain. nevertheless, the little

models were enjoyed by children. the arbor day foundation has offered a prize for the best model;
winning honors were received in 1978, 1979 and 1982. in recent years, a young boy from flint, mi, has

taken up the hobby with enthusiasm. he has been creating models of several of mott's designs. the first
his father photographed and has preserved. after the parks department lost control of the conservatory

when its museum role was removed, the national park service eventually acquired the site, and funded its
restoration and future development as the oakland childrens conservatory museum . during recent years,

the renovation included an extensive outdoor reconstruction of the chinese pagoda playhouse and the
addition of a small but elaborate mexican playhouse for younger children. the interior of the conservatory

itself is open to visitors, by arrangement, and contains some original exhibits from the 1940s. all the
original model houses stand, and the oaklands conservatory foundation continues to seek funding to

complete the rest of mott's model playgrounds.
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the fairyland of science,
published in 1879, was one of

the first books intended to
introduce children to science.
tossing aside the traditional

tales of dragons and fairies, the
book instead focuses on the

realities of the natural world. it
is a small, natural history book,
in which the reader learns how
to “see” the natural world and
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how to record what one sees.
but the title of the book, the

fairy-land of science, suggests
that in the natural world, it is

not only the task of the
scientist to observe, record,

and interpret the world around
him, but also the task of the

child to “discover.” this is not
to say that the text is not laden

with information, but rather
that the book aims to teach
children how to learn. the
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fairyland of science consisted
of four chapters that ran

through a number of science
subjects, including astronomy,
magnetism, electricity, and the
wonders of photography. the

text explains the scientific
concepts through a series of

examples and is also illustrated
with actual photographs of the

subjects that are being
described. the fairyland of

science is a charming example
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of the popular genre of
children’s books from the late
1800s that made use of the

new medium of photography to
illustrate scientific concepts,

something that has since
become a staple of children’s
picture books. the fairyland of
science was first published by

the washington square press, a
well-known publisher of

children’s books. it was a
popular title, and the first
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printing of 500 copies sold out
in six days. the book was a

natural choice for the children
of the time because of the

great interest that children of
this period had in the natural

world. if the children of the late
1800s had been taught to see

nature as beautiful and
interesting, they could have

found fairyland of science to be
a natural introduction to
science. the fairyland of
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science was illustrated by
katharine kincaid. children’s

interest in science was on the
rise. the sunday school

movement, as well as the later
introduction of the idea of a

formal education for children,
had made science a popular
subject of study. because of

this, books like the fairy-land of
science were well-received by

children and parents alike.
today, the book is part of a
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new trend in children’s books:
nature books. the term “nature

books” is not new, but it has
recently become a popular

category. 5ec8ef588b
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